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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Rateable  value  of  General  Rate  at  31/12/52:  £40,110. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (gross)  at  31/12/52: 
£167  2s.  6d. 

Area  of  district:  1,280  acres. 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate  at  30/6/52:  8,010. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  2,767. 

Birth  Rate:  17.0  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate:  12.9  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate:  29.4  per  1,000  live  births. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban 
District  Council  Public  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report. 

While  there  are  no  records  in  the  vital  statistics  to 
proclaim,  it  can  be  said  that  the  main  trends  are  favourable. 

The  birth  rate  has  again  increased  and  the  general  death 
rate  is  down.  Though  the  infant  mortality  has  increased, 
the  actual  numbers  for  1951  and  1952  were  three  and  four 
respectively,  not  a significant  difference. 

In  regard  to  infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis,  the 
position  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.  Scarlet  fever  main- 
tains its  nuisance  value  and  measles  and  whooping  cough 
provide  the  main  dangers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents 
will  quickly  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of  whooping 
cough  vaccination  for  their  young  children. 


Once  again  I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  kind- 


ness  and  support  of 

the  Council  and  the 

assistance  of 

colleagues. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  G. 

EVANS. 

SECTION  A 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births: — 

M. 

F.  Total 

Legitimate 

74 

60  134 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

76 

60  136 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident  population: 

Still  Births:— 

M. 

F.  Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

3 

1 4 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  28.6. 


Deaths  M.  F.  Total 

50  53  103 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population:  12.9. 
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TABLE  I 


Infant  Mortality  in  1952 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  = 4 


Cause  of  Death 
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Prematurity  
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labour  

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 
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Total  under  one  year 


Causes  of  Death  and  Age  Distribution 
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Tuberculosis  respiratory  

Measles  

Cancer  

Coronary  diseases,  angina  .... 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
other  respiratory  diseases  . . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Enlarged  Prostate  

Pregnancy  and  childbirth  .... 

Other  Diseases  

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .... 

Other  Accidents  

TOTAL 
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TABLE  III 


Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  1947-1952 

Infant 


Birth 

Population  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths  Rate 

1947 

7,851 

21.1 

14.9 

10 

60 

1948 

7,880 

16.5 

12.4 

4 

30 

1949 

7,954 

12.9 

11.4 

6 

58 

1950 

8,044 

12.4 

13.3 

6 

60 

1951 

7,959 

14.6 

15.7 

3 

25.9 

1952 

8,010 

17.0 

12.9 

4 

29.4 

SECTION 

B 

THE  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

IN  THE 

DISTRICT 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

There  is  no  change  in  this  service.  Dr.  Findlay  continues 
as  Director  and  he  and  his  staff  have  always  been  ready  to 
give  advice  and  practical  assistance  in  regard  to  bacterio- 
logical and  epidemiological  problems. 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  service  as  it  affects  this 
Division. 

3.  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation 

This  is  available  at  Snapethorpe  Hospital,  Wakefield, 
where  the  commoner  infections  are  normally  admitted. 
Where  special  facilities  for  treatment  or  nursing  are 
desirable,  as  in  poliomyelitis,  or  when  accommodation  is  not 
available  at.  Snapethorpe,  other  hospitals,  particularly 
Seacroft  Hospital,  Leeds,  are  available.  No  difficulty  was 
experienced  during  the  year  in  finding  accommodation,  and 
the  liaison  between  the  hospitals  and  the  Health  Department 
was  satisfactory. 

4.  General  Hospital  Accommodation 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a slight  improvement  in 
the  position  as  it  affects  chronic  sick  in  this  area.  This  does 
not  mean  the  problem  is  solved.  There  is  still  a considerable 
delay  in  admission  of  these  difficult  cases. 
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5.  After  Care 

Again  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  requests  from 
the  hospitals  for  after  care  for  discharged  patients.  How- 
ever, the  number  of  requests  remain  far  below  the  level  one 
would  expect  having  regard  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  a closer  liaison  between  hospital  and  domiciliary 
services. 

6.  Domiciliary  Nursing 

The  District  Nurse,  Nurse  Bate,  paid  3,164  visits  to  126 
cases.  This  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  300  visits  and  five 
cases  compared  to  the  previous  year’s  work.  The  work  of 
the  full-time  relief  nurse  working  in  the  Division  is  included 
in  the  above. 

7.  Maternity  Services 

(a)  Institutional 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  during  the 
year.  The  percentage  of  institutional  births  in  the  District 
was  50  (71  out  of  140). 

(b)  Domiciliary 

This  was  mainly  carried  out  by  one  midwife,  Nurse  Cass. 
Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  33  of  the  69  cases 
delivered  at  home. 

(c)  Ante-natal  Care 

The  clinic  is  held  weekly  as  hitherto.  Dr.  I.  Hargreaves 
is  the  Medical  Officer.  There  were  340  attendances  of  113 
mothers.  Post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
same  clinic.  There  were  20  of  these. 

(d)  Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  both  of  which  occurred 
in  hospital.  The  conditions  causing  death  were  both  rare, 
and  investigation  showed  no  fault  in  the  maternity  service 
which  might  have  contributed  to  the  deaths. 

(e)  Premature  Babies 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  dealing  with  these 
cases.  Special  equipment  is  available  for  use  in  cases  which 
are  nursed  at  home. 

Prematurity  was  the  cause  of  death  in  two  of  the  four 
infant  deaths. 
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8.  Child  Welfare 

There  are  no  changes  in  the  clinic  arrangements  to 
report.  The  number  of  children  attending  was  248.  Those 
under  one  year  made  1,480  visits  and  those  over  one  year 
made  683  visits.  These  figures  show  a slight  increase  on  the 
figures  for  1951.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Hugh  Neil  and 
Dr.  Green  and  the  voluntary  Committee,  the  Clinic  continues 
to  do  excellent  work. 

9.  School  Health  Service 

(a)  Medical  Inspections  of  School  Children 

There  were  1,107  children  on  the  registers  of  the  four 
Horbury  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  following  is  a 
record  of  the  inspections  carried  out  in  1952: — 


No.  of 

School  sessions 

Horbury  Council  Schools 
(Infants,  Junior  and 
Secondary  Modern)  ...  19 

Horbury  St.  Peter’s  4 


No.  of  children  seen 
At  routine  At  non-routine 
examinations  examinations 


262  124 

39  29 


Classification  of  the  nutrition  of  children  carried  out  at 
the  time  of  routine  medical  inspections  gave  the  following 
results: — 


A. 

B. 

C. 

(Good) 

(Normal) 

(Poor) 

Entrants  

34 

45 

— 

Intermediate  .. 

11 

21 

— 

Leavers  

98 

91 

1 

143 

157 

1 

47.5% 

52.2% 

.3% 

(b)  Cleanliness  Surveys 

No.  of 

individual 

No.  on 

children  found 

Percentage 

School 

Register 

infested 

1951 

1952 

Horbury  Bridge  

53 

— 

3.84 

— 

St.  Peter’s  Infants  

187 

13 

4.04 

6.95 

St.  Peter’s  Mixed  

311 

37 

6.55 

11.89 

Horbury  Council  Infants 

... 

109 

22 

3.44 

20.18 

Horbury  Council  Juniors 

... 

87 

13 

12.63 

14.94 

Horbury  Council  Seniors 

, . . 

360 

39 

5.73 

10.83 
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(c)  School  Clinic 

This  is  held  twice  weekly  (Monday  and  Thursday 
mornings)  during  school  terms. 

Dr.  Hargreaves,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 
attends  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month. 

During  1952  attendances  were  as  follows: — 

No.  of  sessions  ...  ...  83 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,845 

Average  attendance  per  session  ...  22 

(d)  Handicapped  Pupils 

No.  of  pupils — 

Examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Recommended  for  Special  School  1 

Admitted  to  Special  School  ...  0 

10.  Venereal  Diseases 

Facilities  for  treatment  are  available  in  all  the  neigh- 
bouring large  towns.  Up-to-date  information  in  regard  to 
place  and  time  of  clinics  is  publicised  locally. 


11.  Home  Help  Service 

I mentioned  last  year  the  continued  rise  from  year  to 
year  in  the  number  of  aged  persons  assisted.  This  rise  is 
again  apparent  in  the  1952  figures. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  various  categories  are  as 
follows: — 

Illness  (excluding  aged)  ...  ...  15 

Lying-in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Aged  sick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Children  of  school  age  ...  ...  ...  1 


56 
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12.  Mental  Health 

There  were  12  patients  under  statutory  supervision  and 
two  under  voluntary  supervision  in  their  own  homes.  Eight 
were  giving  satisfaction  in  paid  employment,  four  were  able 
to  do  useful  work  in  the  home,  and  two  awaited  Occupation 
Centre  training. 

Two  patients  were  recalled  from  licence  because  of 
unsatisfactory  conduct  and  one  young  child  for  whom 
hospital  care  had  long  been  awaited  was  found  a vacancy. 

There  was  one  patient  under  guardianship. 

Fewer  cases  (3)  were  referred  for  after  care  from  mental 
hospitals  and  all  except  one  have  made  a satisfactory 
recovery. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  Water  Supply 

This  is  obtained  from  Wakefield  Corporation  and 
Dewsbury  and  Batley  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Three  bacteriological  samples  and  one  chemical  sample  were 
taken.  All  were  satisfactory-  There  is  no  liability  to 
plumbo  solvent  action.  No  contamination  occurred  during 
the  year.  Ail  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied 
direct  from  the  public  supply. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewage 

Apart  from  extensions  to  serve  a new  housing  site,  there 
have  been  no  major  changes. 

(c)  Housing 

This  year  was  again  one  of  steady,  though  in  some 
respects  slow,  progress.  Once  again  no  new  case  of  over- 
crowding came  to  light,  though  we  are  still  left  with  two 
cases. 

Old  property  is  being  dealt  with  at  a speed  determined  by 
our  ability  to  rehouse  the  occupants.  Demolition  Orders 
were  obtained  on  four  houses  and  all  were  demolished. 
Closing  Orders  were  obtained  on  nine  other  dwellings.  There 
remain  about  60  houses  which  will  be  dealt  with  as  and  when 
new  houses  become  available  to  replace  them. 
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SECTION  D 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  NOTIFIABLE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Cases  notified  during  1952 


0 — 1 year 

1 — 2 years 

3 — 4 years 

— 

5- — 9 years 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 24  years 

25  and  over 

No.  of  Cases 

Removed  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

9 

2 

13 

11 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

11 

17 

29 

1 

64 

— 

Measles  

4 

9 

7 

2 

1 

23 

— 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

1 

Erysipelas  

| 

j 3 

| 

1 

3 | 1 

| 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

| 

1 

f: "j 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  103  children  received  a full  immunising 
course  and  112  children  received  reinforcing  doses. 

The  total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who 
have  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
up  to  31st  December,  1952,  is  1,210. 

This  represents  70  per  cent,  of  the  child  population. 
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Vaccination 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: — 

Under  1 year  ...  ....  3 

1-5  years  4 

5-15  years  ...  ...  ...  3 

Over  15  years  — 


Total  10 


One  person  was  re-vaccinated. 


Tuberculosis 

New  cases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


M.  F.  Total 

2 1 3 

1 2 3 

3 3 6 


The  following  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register 
during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


M.  F.  Total 

4 2 6 

4 2 6 


Cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were: — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

... 

...  10 

8 

18 

Non-pulmonary 

• • • 

...  2 

12 

5 

13 

7 

25 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


August,  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1952. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  has  given 
increasing  attention  to  health  education  and  personal 
hygiene,  especially  in  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food.  Food 
poisoning  today  receives  a vast  amount  of  publicity,  but  it 
may  be  well  to  reflect  that  during  1951  less  cases  were 
reported  for  the  first  time  since  1942.  At  the  same 
time  with  the  extending  habit  of  mass  feeding,  there  is 
undoubtedly  an  aggravation  of  the  problem  of  food  poisoning. 
It  would  seem  that  in  addition  to  being  a nation  of  “ shop 
keepers  ” we  are  rapidly  becoming  a nation  of  “ shop  eaters  ” 
— a habit  which  increased  during  the  war  due  to  shortages 
restricting  home  baking.  Sir  John  A.  Charles,  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  states  in  his  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1951:  “ We  have  in  fact  arrived  at  a time  when 
the  citizen  himself  must  actively  participate  in  the  campaign 
for  better  health  if  further  substantial  progress  is  to  be  made. 
We  are  leaving  the  era  of  Sanitary  Engineering  and  are 
entering  into  that  of  personal  hygiene,  in  which  each  person 
must  definitely  contribute  to  the  common  weal.”  To  my 
mind  this  problem  will  never  be  solved  until  there  is  a higher 
standard  of  ordinary  decent  human  conduct  in  the  matter 
of  food  handling. 

The  progress  in  building  Council  houses  during  the  year 
has  been  steadily  maintained,  but  there  must  soon  come  a 
saturation  point  where  the  Council  have  built  to  the  limit 
of  their  financial  resources,  and  where  shortage  of  building 
land  compels  a halt.  There  is,  of  course,  still  a need  for 
housing,  and  as  long  as  industry  remains  steady  there  will 
continue  to  be  a need,  but  I feel  that  there  is  a growing 
tendency  on  the  part  of  a small  section  of  the,  community 
to  lack  a sense  of  responsibility  in  providing  for  themselves 
and  to  rely  solely  on  the  community  as  a whole  to  provide 
a subsidised  house.  This  is  reflected  many  times  in 
exaggerated  complaints  regarding  housing  defects  in  private 
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houses  when  the  tenants  have  admitted  the  complaints  were 
made  in  order  to  improve  their  chances  of  a Council  house. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  has  been  small  but  steady, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  number  will  increase  more 
rapidly  in  the  coming  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  legisla- 
tion, in  particular  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  Act,  1951,  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1953,  and  contains  a number  of  advances  in 
public  health  work. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  have  given  much  time  and  thought  to 
public  health  problems,  and  I am  grateful  to  them  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  consideration. 


SECTION  E 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  made  during 


the  year: — 

Nuisances,  housing  and  revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1885 

Butchers’  and  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Choked  drains  and  drainage  works  in  progress  ...  Ill 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Demolition  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Atmospheric  pollution,  Rainwater,  Gauges  ...  ...  339 

Grocers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Factories  and  work-shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Inspections  of  piggeries  28 

Milk  supply:  Samples  for  methylene  blue  test 12 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  30 

Rat  and  mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Refuse  disposal  70 

Refuse  collection  85 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  101 

Schools  5 

Water  Supply: — 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination 8 


3449 
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WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION 
OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Choked  drains  

Damp  walls 
Defective  ash-bins  ... 

Rat  and  mouse  infestations 
Nuisances  from  obnoxious  smells  ... 

Water  closets  provided  

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  

Defective  floors 

Defective  soil  and  rainwater  pipes 
Breaches  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  . 
Defective  doors 

Defective  Kitchen  Ranges,  Hearths,  etc 
Infestation  of  vermin 
Water  closet  drains  provided 

Defective  drains  

Defective  water  closet  pedestals  ... 

Accumulation  of  refuse  

Water  in  the  cellar  ... 

Choked  gullies  ...  

Inspection  chambers  provided 

Defective  eaves-gutters  

Breach  of  Factories  Act,  1937 
Defective  or  Insanitary  Sink 

Defective  roofs  ...  

Defective  wall-plaster 
Water  closet  seats  provided 
Defective  sink  surround 

Defective  W.C.  cistern  

Defective  sink  waste  pipe 

Defective  chimney  stacks  ... 

Insanitary  Ashpit 

Defective  window  

Defective  man-hole  cover  ... 

Dirty  food  premises 


6 

18 

87 

30 

0 

5 

2 

5 
3 

6 
2 
6 

31 
3 

1 
14 

3 

3 
5 

10 

13 

12 

2 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

11 

4 
1 
2 
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Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Leaking  supply  cistern  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Breach  of  Milks  and  Dairies  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  water  taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  sink  waste  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rainwater  drain  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  drain  ...  ...  ...  ..i  ...  1 

340 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  ON  COUNCIL  HOUSES  UNDER 
THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  FROM 
JANUARY,  1952,  TO  DECEMBER,  1952 

Fall-pipes  and  defective  gutters 46 

Leaking  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Defective  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Broken  clothes-post  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  gates  and  fences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Defective  taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  ball-valves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Leaking  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  45 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Fire-back  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Draining  boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Doors  and  door  furniture 129 

Threshold  and  storm-boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  drawers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  and  gulleys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Gas  leaks  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  69 

Defective  gas  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 
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Broken  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Defective  pointing 29 

Defective  fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Electrical  defects  ...  ...  23 

Floors  15 

Sinks  (tiles,  etc.)  17 

Windows  (frames  and  catches)  57 

W.C.  Seats  21 

W.C.  Cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Stone  steps  3 

Defective  cylinder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  W.C.  basin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  soil  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  banister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  renderings  ...  ...  ...  3 


1168 


Of  these,  913  have  been  allocated  to  contractors  and  255 
to  direct  labour. 

This  is  an  increase  of  225  repairs  compared  with  1951, 
the  increases  comprising  mainly  of  gates  and  fences,  door 
furniture  and  doors,  floors,  gas  boilers,  and  windows  (frames 
and  catches). 

277  more  repairs  than  the  previous  year  were  allocated 
to  contractors  and  52  less  to  direct  labour. 


SECTION  F 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Council  employees  under  my  direction  and  supervision  with 
the  Council’s  own  motor  vehicles. 

Two  vehicles  are  used  solely  for  this  purpose;  one  seven 
cubic  yard  “ Bantam  ” Karrier  and  one  seven  cubic  yard 
“ Dennis.”  Both  machines  are  specially  designed  for  refuse 
collection,  having  properly  constructed  metal  closing 
shutters. 

A weekly  collection  is  maintained  and  forms  the  basis 
for  an  organised  “ beat  ” system,  each  vehicle  being  used  on 
a regular  day  in  a set  district. 

The  approximate  number  of  receptacles  for  which  the 
Department  is  responsible  for  collection  is  2,760  ashbins,  14 
pail  closets,  3 privies  and  8 cesspools. 

The  whole  of  the  township’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Sand  and  Gravel  Tip,  Horbury 
Junction.  A small  destructor  is  situated  on  this  tip  and  old 
bedding,  etc.,  is  disposed  of  here. 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  has  proceeded  in  a regular 
and  efficient  manner.  Very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  and  ashbins  have  been  emptied  on  130,934 
occasions,  a total  of  2,754  tons  16  cwts.  of  refuse  having  been 
collected  and  tipped. 

With  an  increase  each  year  in  the  number  of  houses  and 
consequent  ashbins  the  collection  staff  remains  unchanged 
and  this  service  is  now  stretched  to  breaking  point  to 
maintain  a regular  seven-day  collection.  In  order  to  keep 
this  standard  the  vehicle  drivers  are  paid  an  additional  rate 
to  cover  driver-loader.  Without  spare  vehicles  it  is  vital 
to  the  service  to  keep  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  on  the 
road  every  working  day  of  the  year  and  all  repairs  and 
maintenance  has  to  be  carried  out  at  nights  and  week-ends. 

The  Karrier  vehicle  is  now  in  its  ninth  working  year 
and  the  bodywork  requires  constant  repair. 

The  Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme  has  continued  through- 
out the  year  and  the  return  of  galvanised  ashbins  has  been 
most  welcome. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  FOR  THE 


YEAR  1952-1953 


Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Licences 

Insurances 

Petrol  and  Oils 

Repairs  and  Renewals 

Transport 

437 

15 

4 

Disinfectants 

10 

2 

6 

Tipping  charges 

22 

12 

2 

Protective  clothing  ... 

26 

14 

8 

Bath-tins 

19 

8 

0 

Cesspool  emptying  

37 

12 

11 

Rents,  Rates  and  Water 

1 

10 

0 

Dustbins 

161 

8 

6 

Sundries 

10 

12 

6 

Tools  and  Equipment 

4 

6 

0 

732 

2 

7 

Wages  

2600 

19 

6 

Foreman’s  wages  (percentage) 

91 

0 

0 

National  Insurance 

Sick  and  Holiday  Pay 

Superannuation 

Pensions  ...  

390 

0 

0 

Total  ...  £3814 

2 

1 

Income. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Refuse  Collection 

— 

— — 

Salvage  Profit 

190 

11  6 

£190 

11  6 

Net  Cost  ...  £3623 

10  7 

Provision  of  Ashbins. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Total  Cost  for  the  year 

161 

8 6 

Cost  per  house  per  year 

0 

1 2 
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WEIGHTS  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 


Month 

Ashbins 

Weight 
T.  C. 

Q 

January 

13,172 

256 

0 

0 

February 

10,057 

213 

0 

0 

March 

10,120 

200 

0 

0 

April 

12,605 

271 

0 

0 

May 

9,111 

206 

0 

0 

June 

10,039 

204 

0 

0 

July 

12,361 

236 

16 

0 

August 

10,755 

198 

0 

0 

September 

12,498 

260 

0 

0 

October 

10,060 

206 

0 

0 

November 

10,170 

270 

0 

0 

December 

9,996 

234 

0 

0 

Total  No.  of  Bins  130,934 

2,754 

16 

0 

Total  Weight  ... 

...  2,754 

16 

0 

SECTION  G 

SALVAGE 

The  prices  of  waste  paper  continued  their  downward 
trend  throughout  the  year  but  now  seem  to  have  reached  a 
steady  level.  The  days  of  high  profits  may  have  passed,  but 
I see  no  reason  why  after  paying  all  expenses  and  keeping 
paper  out  of  the  refuse  tip,  a small  profit  should  not  be  a 
regular  feature  in  the  Annual  Estimates. 

During  this  year  a profit  of  £190  was  made  after  clearing 
all  expenses. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SALVAGE— 1952-1953 
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SECTION  H 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Number  of  milk  distributors  on  register — 15. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
Milk  Regulations,  1949 

Number  of  Licences  in  force  for: — • 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  5 1 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  6 1 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 0 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949 

Number  of  Licences  in  force: — 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  5 1 

Twelve  inspections  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  taking 

samples  and  inspecting  for  cleanliness.  In  very  few  cases 
dirty  milk  bottles  were  found  but  if  this  did  occur  immediate 
action  was  taken  to  rectify  the  matter. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Eight  samples  of  milk  from  retailers  in  the  district  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
Methylene  Blue  Time  Reduction  Test.  All  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Licensed  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  2 

Registered  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  2 

Owing  to  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  these 
premises  have  not  been  used  in  the  year  under  review. 

Meat  allocated  and  inspected  at  Wakefield  is  brought  to 
the  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse,  Queen  Street.  This  centre 
is  used  as  a sub-allocation  point,  where  each  butcher  collects 
his  allocation.  Regular  visits  are  made  and  the  meat  is 
again  inspected  before  it  is  moved  to  the  shops 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizure 
of  unsold  food  or  diseased  meat,  but  the  following,  which 
upon  examination  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  were  surrendered  to  me  and 
destroyed: — 

The  total  weight  of  unsound  food  was  10  cwts.  3 qtrs.  7 lbs. 
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17  tins  apples 
Bacon  ... 

1  tin  Banana  Pieces  ... 

Beef  (Hind) 

1  tin  Brisket  Beef  ... 

1 tin  Brisling 

Cheese  ... 

33  tins  of  Cherries  ... 

2 jars  Cockles 

7 tins  Evaporated  Milk 

1 tin  Grapes 

14  tins  Grapefruit  Segment 

20  tins  Beans 

3 cases  Haddock 

15  tins  Ham  ... 

6 cases  Kippers 

53  tins  Luncheon  Meat 

4 tins  Orange  Segments 

1 tin  Peaches  ... 

6 tins  Pears 

9 tins  Peas 

2 tins  Pineapple 

8 tins  Plums 

5 tins  Pork 

3 tins  Pork  Butts 

2  tins  Pork  Brawn  ... 

4 tins  Prunes 
13  tins  Rabbit  ... 

2 tins  Raspberries  ... 

7 tins  Salmon 

5 tins  Sardines 

Sausages  

Sheep’s  Liver  ... 

3 tins  Steak 

5 tins  Strawberries  ... 

22  tins  Tomatoes 

25  tins  Veal 

24  Sausage  Rolls 


cwts.  qtrs.  lbs.  ozs. 

1 0 2* 

1 9 8 

1 4 

1 1 8 

4 0 

3f 

1 6 8 

2 2 

1 8 

7 0 
1 0 

10  15 

1 3 9 

2 0 0 

8 10  4 

3 2 0 

2 14  10* 

3 14* 
12 

8 9 

6 3* 

1 12* 

9 13* 

7 0 

9 9 

1 8 
7 8 

6 8 

2 7 

4 Of 
1 6* 

2 7 8 

12 

3 0 

3 8 

1 7 0* 

6 6 0 


10  3 7 0 


Meat  and  Retail  Vehicles 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  15 

Retail  Meat  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  5 
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Livestock  (Restrictions  on  Slaughtering)  Act,  1940 

Thirty-seven  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  licence  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse,  and  were 
examined  for  the  owners. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Seventeen  licences  are  recorded  in  the  register;  this  Act 
is  strictly  observed  and  a captive  bolt  pistol  is  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  all  pigs. 


SECTION  I 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

During  the  year  1952  the  following  samples  were  pur- 
chased in  the  district  by  the  County  Inspector  and  submitted 
for  analysis  with  the  above  Act’s  provisions: — 

MILK  DRUGS  OTHER  FOODS 

Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated 

17  0 3 0 3 0 

No  prosecutions  were  undertaken  nor  cautions  issued 
during  the  year. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises 

Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

preserved  and  pressed  food  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture 

of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  21 


Bakehouses 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sixteen  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  con- 
ditions were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 
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Fish  Fryers 

Number  on  register  ...  11 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  fish  fryers  and  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  It  is  noteworthy  that  no  complaints  of  a Public  Health 
nature  have  been  received  from  customers  to  those  shops. 

Ice  Cream 

Ice  cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premises  only  by  the 
cold  mix  method. 

Thirty  visits  were  made  to  premises  selling  ice  cream 
and  four  samples  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  proved 
satisfactory. 

The  majority  of  the  small  retail  shops  are  selling  ice 
cream  from  well-known  large  manufacturers.  In  all  cases 
the  ice  cream  is  pre-packed  and  stored  in  ice  cream 
refrigerators. 

Public  Houses 

There  are  seventeen  public  houses  and  licensed  premises 
in  the  district.  Fourteen  visits  were  made.  A new  urinal 
and  W.C.  were  provided  at  one  licensed  premises.  During 
inspections  it  has  been  noted  that  a number  of  improve- 
ments, particularly  re-decorations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Brewery  Companies  without  notice  from  this  Department 
and  the  trade  has  been  very  co-operative. 

General-— Food  Shops 

Structural  improvements  in  food  shops  have  taken 
place  during  the  year  such  as  the  extended  use  of  glass 
coverings  for  confectionery,  etc.,  and  the  further  use  of 
refrigerators  for  storage.  The  ventilation  of  glass  coverings 
is  important  and  the  use  of  unventilated  coverings  can  be 
dangerous  where  say  freshly  cooked  pies  are  on  sale.  In 
such  cases  it  has  been  noted  that  a warm  pie  has  retained 
its  heat  for  many  hours  and  provided  just  the  right 
temperature  for  bacterial  multiplication. 

For  some  years  attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce 
legislation  to  compel  the  medical  examination  at  regular 
intervals  of  food  handlers.  Whilst  I realise  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  short  service  and  part-time  staffs  I feel 
such  a step  would  be  of  untold  benefit  to  the  general  public 
and  would  impress  on  the  food  handler  the  responsibility  of 
personal  hygiene  more  than  any  lectures  which  he  or  she 
may  or  may  not  attend. 
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SECTION  J 


Pet  Animals 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  April,  1952.  This  Act  controls  the  carrying  on  at  premises 
of  any  nature  of  a business  of  selling  animals  as  pets  and 
the  keeping  of  such  animals. 

The  Act,  which  deals  with  all  animals  (including 
fishes,  i.e.,  all  vertebrates)  gives  a Local  Authority 
power  to  make  conditions  of  licence  controlling  accom- 
modation as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation, 
cleanliness,  supply  of  feeding  stuffs  and  drink,  pre- 
cautions against  infectious  diseases,  appropriate  steps  to  be 
taken  in  case  of  fire,  etc. 

One  person  was  granted  a licence  to  keep  a pet  shop 
and  the  conditions  have  been  complied  with. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  above  Act  which  came  into  force  on  November  1st, 
1951,  controls  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  Rag  Flock  and 
provides  for  the  registration  of  premises  in  all  cases  where 
rag  flock  and  other  filling  materials  as  defined  in  the  Act 
are  used  in  any  form  of  upholstering  at  stuffing  of 
bedding,  toys,  baby  carriages,  etc.,  excluding  the  re-making 
or  re-conditioning  of  any  article. 

The  object  is  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling  materials 
and  registers  of  consignments  must  be  kept  by  manufacturer 
and  user  so  that  materials  can  be  traced  to  their  source. 

Unfortunately  this  Act  does  not  cover  the  re-conditioning 
of  second-hand  articles  belonging  to  some  other  person  and 
brought  on  to  the  premises  to  be  re-conditioned  or  re-made. 

During  the  year  two  licences  were  issued  to  Manu- 
facturers and  two  registrations  to  upholstering  premises. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  these  and  the  conditions  of 
licence  observed. 
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West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951 

This  Act  received  Royal  assent  on  the  1st  August  and 
contains  new  and  important  provisions  affecting  Public 
Health  in  relation  to  the  following: — 

Part  V Sewers  and  drains. 

Part  VI  Lighting,  ventilation  and  sanitation  of  stables. 

Smoke  nuisance.  Alteration  of  domestic  chimneys. 
Discharge  of  steam  and  waste. 

Gas  from  stationary  engines,  boilers,  etc. 
Provision  of  silencers  on  stationary  internal  com- 
bustion engines. 

Excessive  or  unreasonable  or  unnecessary  noise. 

Part  VII  Infectious  diseases,  special  provisions. 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  in  building 
operations. 

Appeals  against  notices  relating  to  the  provision 
of  dustbins. 

Sanitary  conveniences  at  places  of  amusement. 
Prohibition  of  sale  of  verminous  articles. 
Prohibition  of  tuberculous  person  handling  food. 

Part  VIII  Provision  of  food  storage  accommodation  in 
houses. 

Notice  of  slaughter  of  animals  otherwise  than  for 
human  consumption. 

Registration  of  hawkers  of  food  and  their 
premises. 

Bye-laws  as  to  the  sterilisation  of  meat  for  con- 
sumption by  dogs,  cats  and  other  animals. 
Provision  as  to  mobile  canteens  where  food  is 
prepared  for  sale  or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of 
sale. 

Part  XIV  Registrations  of  persons  carrying  on  the  business 
of  hairdressers  and  barbers. 

On  December  18th,  1952,  Bye-laws  for  this  Council  were 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
and  came  into  force  on  February  1st,  1953. 

Application  was  made  by  the  Council  to  replace  the 
word  “ clean  ” with  the  word  “ sterilised  ” in  regard  to 
scissors,  combs  and  brushes,  etc.,  but  the  Ministry  would  not 
accede  to  this. 

The  number  of  hairdressers  and  barbers  at  present  on 
the  register  are: — 

Ladies  5 Gents  5 

The  number  of  food-hawkers  registered  is  15. 


31 


SECTION  K 

FACTORIES 

Fifty-six  mechanical  and  nineteen  non-mechanical 
factories  are  on  the  register  in  the  district,  composed  of  the 
following: — 

Mechanical  Power 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Automobile  engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mining  engineer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rug  manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Leather  goods  makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  preparation  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Oil  refinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shoddy  manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mungo  manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blacksmith  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Upholsterer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rug  material  manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sports  goods  manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dressmaker  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sheet  metal  worker  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wagon  repairer  1 

Wool  spinners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cloth  dyer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  1 

Wire  spring  maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watch  repairer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fireplace  maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Railway  wagon  and  coach  body  builder  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumber  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Boot  and  shoe  repairers  6 


Total  ... 


56 
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Non-mechanical  Power 

Cycle  repairers 
Stonemason 
Plumbers 
Rag  sorter 
Printer 

Sports  goods  maker  ... 

Dressmaker 

Baker 

Painters  and  decorators 
Tailors 


2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 


Total  ... 


19 


Eighty-five  inspections  have  been  made  under  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  and  the  following  defects  dealt  with: — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Inadequate  ventilation  1 

Insufficient  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( ...  3 

Unsuitable  or  defective  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  17 


SECTION  L 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
connection  with  residential  and  business  premises  in  the 
district  are  on  the  water  carriage  system,  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  number  of  14  pail  closets  and  two  covered 
middens,  which  are  inconvertible  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  situated  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  sufficient 
sewers  are  not  available. 
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The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  is 
approximately : — 


Dwellinghouses  3108 

Factories  140 

Shops  60 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Public  conveniences  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Schools  52 


Total  ...  3410 


Two  hundred  and  eighty-four  houses  have  more  than 
one  water  closet. 

The  public  conveniences  have  been  cleaned  out  daily. 
These  are  still  subject  to  mis-use,  especially  those  in  the 
public  parks. 


SECTION  M 
HOUSING 


Housing  Statistics 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  2767 
Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  18 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  212 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  830 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  13 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further 
action: — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  60 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 
(3)  (a)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 


0 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16, 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 
habitation  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 4 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit 


0 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  11 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

New  Houses 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority: — 

Permanent  Type  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Temporary  Type  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Any  action  in  connection  with  Section  20  “ Grants 
to  persons  other  than  Local  Authorities  for 

improvement  of  housing  accommodation  ” ...  0 

Remarks 

During  the  year  68  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  six  by  private  owners,  and  these  make  an 
interesting  comparison  with  the  registered  applications  for 
Council  houses.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  dwellings 
were  added  to  the  available  accommodation,  the  total 

applications  increased  by  48  and  continued  to  increase  as 
shown  by  the  numbers  to  March,  1953.  For  this  reason  an 
approximate  percentage  of  the  length  of  time  of  application 
is  shown.  Without  question  the  largest  number  has  been 
made  within  the  last  twelve  months  and  it  is  common 
practice  today  for  young  couples  to  rely  solely  on  a Council 
house  for  accommodation.  Numerous  enquiries  are  made  by 
young  couples  intending  marriage  to  ascertain  how  long  they 
will  have  to  live  with  their  in-laws  if  they  apply  for  a Council 
house  immediately  they  are  married.  Whilst  a definite  time 
is  never  given,  it  is  obvious  that  under  the  present  house- 
letting system  the  time  will  not  be  lengthy.  Up  to  date,  only 
the  first  three  categories  have  been  considered  plus  demoli- 
tion or  closing  orders.  The  present  building  of  “ Sunset  ” 
homes  will,  of  course,  affect  classification  number  four  and 
to  some  extent  number  three. 
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SECTION  N 
PETROLEUM  ACTS 

There  are  eighteen  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
licensed  for  the  storage  either  of  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Consoli- 
dation Acts,  1928  and  1936,  viz.:  Sixteen  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  two  for  the  storage  of  cellulose  paint. 

Sixteen  of  the  premises  store  the  spirit  in  underground 
steel  tanks  fitted  with  pumps,  while  on  the  remaining 
premises  it  is  kept  in  steel  drums  stored  in  specially- 
constructed  fireproof  above-ground  stores. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  see  that  the  Regula- 
tions are  being  complied  with.  The  total  number  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  mixtures  involved  is  19,000. 


SECTION  O 
PESTOLOGY 

One  hundred  and  five  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  infestations  with  cockroaches,  wood  beetles,  etc. 

During  April,  20  fiats  in  Clifton  Drive  and  Clifton 
Avenue,  Manorfields  Estate,  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
plaster  moulds  and  beetles.  Specimens  were  sent  to  the  Pest 
Infestation  Laboratory,  Slough,  and  it  was  confirmed  that 
two  types  of  beetle  were  present — the  Enicumus  Minutes 
(plaster  beetle)  and  Cryptophagus  Collaris  and  C.  Badius 
(fungus  beetle).  Both  types  are  of  fairly  common  occur- 
rence in  recently  built  houses,  where  they  feed  upon  minute 
moulds  which  grow  upon  the  surface  of  plaster  before  it  has 
fully  dried  out. 

These  beetles  do  not  give  cause  for  alarm,  but  caused 
the  tenants  some  nuisance,  and  accordingly  measures  were 
taken  by  spraying  formalin  to  destroy  the  moulds  and 
insecticides  to  destroy  the  beetles. 

The  original  cause,  that  of  excessive  moisture  in  the 
plaster,  was  removed  as  the  houses  dried  out. 
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In  October  complaints  were  received  from  the  occupiers 
of  four  Airey  type  houses,  and  investigation  showed  an 
infestation  of  red  mites  around  the  inside  of  the  front  doors 
and  windows. 

The  mites  appeared  to  come  from  cracks  and  openings 
common  to  newly-built  houses.  Spraying  with  insecticides 
proved  effective. 

Disinfection  of  premises 

The  disinfection  of  all  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  after  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
isolation  hospital  or  after  recovery  if  nursed  at  home,  the 
method  used  being  formaldehyde  vapour. 

Premises  were  also  disinfected  after  deaths  from  other 
causes. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  14 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  from  other 

causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


SECTION  P 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  number  of  individual  complaints  received  was 
eighteen.  In  all  the  cases  the  premises  were  visited  and  in 
sixteen  cases  action  was  taken.  The  Council  properties,  e.g., 
refuse  tip  and  sewage  works,  received  regular  treatment. 

A Planning  and  Advisory  Workable  Area  Committee 
composed  of  officers  from  adjacent  areas  and  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  officers  meet  quarterly  to  discuss 
current  developments  in  rodent  control. 

During  April  it  was  decided  to  make  a survey  of  the  River 
Calder  banksides  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  rodent  infesta- 
tion and  to  find,  if  there  was  any  connection  between  the 
infestation  and  the  factories  on  the  riverside.  This  survey 
was  also  carried  out  at  the  same  time  by  Wakefield  R.D.C. 
and  Wakefield  City. 
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This  survey  was  very  carefully  carried  out,  but  the  con- 
clusion reached  was  that  whilst  some  infestation  exists,  as 
must  be  expected,  its  extent  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  an 
organised  treatment  and  is  not  great  enough  to  constitute 
any  undue  danger  to  public  health.  A further  survey  carried 
out  by  Ministry  officers  later  in  the  year  confirmed  and 
endorsed  my  conclusions. 

During  May  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  builders  on  Manorfields  site  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  their  huts  and  the  manner  in  which  food  was 
left  by  the  workmen  on  the  floor  in  nearly-completed  houses. 
In  such  cases  it  is  very  difficult  to  exercise  control  over 
workmen,  and  in  two  cases  rats  gained  access  to  the  building 
and  were  actually  trapped  by  further  building,  one  gaining 
freedom  by  eating  through  the  floor  boards  and  one  by  eating 
through  the  plaster  air-brick  in  the  pantry. 

In  addition  to  individual  complaints  a test  was  carried 
out  on  32  sewer  manholes  and  fresh  water  sewers  on  Manor- 
fields  Estate.  The  results  were  quite  satisfactory  and  no 
further  treatment  was  necessary. 


SECTION  Q 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  research  station  in  Horbury  is  operated  by  the 
Health  Department  and  covers  the  Ossett  Borough,  Wake- 
held  Rural  District  and  Horbury  Urban  District. 

At  Carr  Lodge  Park  are  situated  the  deposit  gauge,  lead 
peroxide  apparatus  and  rainwater  gauge.  The  smoke  filter 
is  situated  at  the  sewage  works. 

Monthly  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Bradford. 

From  time  to  time  smoke  observations  are  taken  relating 
to  factory  chimneys,  and  warnings  issued  where  necessary. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  IN  1952 


Month 

Sulphur 
deposit 
Mgs./ 1,000 
sq.  cms. 

Grit  deposit 
tons  per 
square  mile 

Atmospheric 

smoke 

pollution 

Mgs./cubic. 

metre 

January  

19.0 

20.29 

0.193 

February  

22.0 

9.94 

0.233 

March  

12.1 

18.61 

0.137 

April  

10.1 

16.54 

0.107 

May  

13.1 

15.21 

0.103 

June  

7.6 

9.83 

0.091 

July  

9.5 

19.70 

0.056 

August  

7.1 

11.73 

0.071 

September  

9.3 

17.38 

0.092 

October  

18.6 

17.52 

0.106 

November  

25.3 

6.67 

0.239 

December  

24.1 

15.00 

0.251 

177.8 

178.42 

1.679 

RAINFALL  FOR  1952 

The  heaviest  daily  rainfall  was  on  13th  October  when 
1.28  inches  fell. 


Month 

Rainfall  in 
inches 

No.  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell 

January  

2.09 

17 

February  

0.49 

7 

March  

1.69 

14 

April  

1.49 

8 

May  

1.74 

10 

June  

1.96 

11 

July  

1.36 

10 

August  

1.38 

8 

September  

1.04 

18 

October  

3.73 

19 

November  

1.30 

12 

December  

1.81 

18 

20.08 

152 

PERSONAL 

In  June,  Mr.  R.  Burfield  passed  his  examination  and 
left  to  carry  out  his  military  training.  Mr.  A.  Barker  was 
appointed  in  his  place  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  them  for 
the  loyal  service  they  have  rendered. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  F.  RICHLEY 
Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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